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I, Stanley Z, Cole, hereby certify that this paper is being mailed first class mail with the 
U.S. Postal Service with proper postage affixed addressed to the Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 on the date set forth below. 

Date: June 8, 2004 Signed 

Statement Filed Purs uant To The Duty To Disclose 
Under 37 CFR § 1.56, §1.97 and §1.98 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks: 

Pursuant to the duty to disclose under 37 CFR §§1.56, 1.97 and 
1.98, Applicants request consideration of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the 
first Office Action on the merits in the above-identified case. No fee 
or certificate is therefore required. However, if any fee is due this is 
authorization to charge any fees due to Deposit Account 032450. 




Applicant makes of record in the above-identified application the 
prior art listed on the attached form PTO/SB/08A (substitute for 
Form 1449). 

A copy of each of these references is attached. 

The cited references are all discussed in the specification. In 
this connection, the references are discussed and considered on the 
following pages: 

Reference A - Page 5, line 17; 

Reference B - Page 1 , line 8, and page 1 1 , line 3; 

Reference C - Page 1 , line 8; 

Reference D - Page 1 , line 8; 

Reference E - Page 5, line 7; 

Reference F - Page 5, line 14; 

Reference G - Page 8, line 14; 

Reference H - Page 5, line 17; 

Reference J - Page 8, line 14; 

Reference K - Page 8, line 21 ; 

Reference L - Page 9, line 11 and page 11, line 1; 

Reference M - Page 1, line 12; 

Reference N - Page 1, line 12, and page 11, line 8; 

Reference P - Page 1, line 12 

It is respectfully requested that: 
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1 . The Examiner consider completely the cited references in 
reaching a determination concerning the patentability of the claims in 
this application; 

2. The enclosed PTO form listing the prior art be signed by 
the Examiner to evidence that the cited patents and 
publication have been fully considered by the Patent and 
Trademark Office during the examination of this application 
and that the cited references be printed on any patent 
that issues from this application. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, Applicant 
makes no representation that a search has been made, or the extent 
of any search, or that more relevant information does not exist. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, Applicant 
make no representation that the information cited in the Statement is, 
or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 
§1.56 (b). 

Notwithstanding any statement by Applicant the Examiner 
is urged to form his or her own conclusion(s) regarding the relevance 
of the cited references. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Stanley Z. Cole 
Registration No. 17,654 
(650) 941-0887 Applicant's Attorney 
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Application Number 



Filing Date 
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Examiner Name 



10/764,049 



01/23/2004 



Costello, K. A 



2878 
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Attorney Docket Number 
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Cite 
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Document Number 


Publication Date 
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Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
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us - 3,971,932 


07/27/1976 


Seweli et al. 


See Statement 
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08/18/1987 


Lemonier et al. 


See Statement 
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04/18/1989 
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01/02/1990 


Lindmayer et al. 
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us - 5,233,183 


08/03/1993 


Field, R. J. Jr. 


See Statement 
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us " 5,266,425 


11/30/1993 


Held, R. J. Jr. 
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07/30/1996 


Ohwakl et al. 


See Statement 
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us " 5,742,1 15 


04/21/1998 


Gertsenhteyn, M. 


See Statement 
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us " 5,965875 


10/21/1999 


Merrill, R. B. 


See Statement 
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us " 6,020,646 


02/01.2000 


Boyle et al. 


See Statement 
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us " 6,285,018 


09/04/2001 


Aebi et al. 


See Statement 
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us " 6,507,147 


01/14/2003 


Costello, K. A. 


See Statement 
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us " 6,657,178 


12/02/2003 


Aebi, V. W. 


See Statement 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-7 86-9 199) and select option 2. 



